
G R E G  A B B O T T  

\Is. Jcsiis 7Tosc:ii~o. .ir. 
..\iliiiiiiistrari\c .4ssisi:ii!t Cit!. Attoiiis). 
Ciiy ofDallas 
I500 Marilia Street, Rooiii 7BN 
Dallas, Texas 75201 

?'oii :isli \\,lrctIiei-ccriaii~ iiiforination is sii!icct to required prihlic tlisciosiiie ~iiider ~ I I C  l'iiblic 
Ilifoi-iliation Act (tlic "Act"'), cliapter 552 of' the Goveri~ii~cii t  Code. Yoiir request \\,as 
assisned ID# 265207. 

Tlie City ofDallas (tlie "city") received a request for: I )  the resulrs fi-oiii the Diversity Group 
\Voilzsliop that \vas Iield oil April 27. 2006 aiicl 2) infoi-iiintio~i 1-cgnrdiiig ci~iididates for 
sc\.ci-a1 si ipc i -s isor~>osi~ io i is ,  iiicliidiii~ a list oftlie t11ri.e iiiiiil c;iiitiitiotcs. Yoii stiite liint )oil 
\ \ , i l l  rc\c;i.;e soiiii' iiii;>riii;itioii seg;isiIiiig ilic list oi'c~iiiilitl;~ic.;. l l c ) \~cse r .  ?'oil si;i:e tiiat ?.oil 
~l:l\'c il(3t yet S C ~ C C ~ C C ~  tlic tl1i.c~ fi11;iI c;!i~~~ici;itcs, \ i re ilotc 111;il :lit ;\ct (!oes 1101 r ~ ~ l t l i r ~  L1 

~o\~ci~ii i~ici i t ; i l  body to ilisclosc iiili~i-iii;rtioii 11i;it tiitl iio: exist at tlic tiiiis tile icqiicst was 
i-ecsivcti. Ec.oii. Oi,~~~oi.iiiiiiiic.i-D~~,~. ( ' r i i y . ~  1,. liii.sir(riiiiriire, 502 S.LjJ.2d 266 (Tes .  Civ. App.-- 
Sail Airtoriio 1978; writ disiii'd). Yoii claiili tliat tlie si~briiitted iiii'oiin:ition is excepieti koiii 
discloscirc piir-s~iaiit to sectioii 552.1 1 1 oftlic Gavel-niiieiit Code. \\re liave considel-ed tlie 
csccplio~i you claim aiiii I-evic\vcd tlic subiiiittcd iiifoi-niritioii. 

liiitiaily, \ve iioic tlint tlie s~ibinittcd iiiii>riliatioii Eills \vitIiiii tile scopc oi'scciioii 552.022 of 
tlic G o v c i ~ i i ~ i c i ~ t  Cods. Scclioil j52.052(n) pro~i t lcs  i t ?  piiii: 

(a )  'iVitlroiit liiniting tlis iiiiioiiiit or liiiid o f  iiilhrii~ntioii tiiat ii piihlic 
infosiiiaiion ~liides this cliiiptei-, [lie ibIlo\vi~ig catcgoi-ies of  iirfoi-iiialioii arc 
public iiifoi-mation aiiii irol escc?[~tt.d koni i-eqiiii-cd tlisclosiirc uildei- iiiis 
chapter iiiiless they are expi-cssly coniidrntial iinder oilier la\\.: 

, I,,,,, h! ,,,, , !Pr:,:,.,! ,,,, l < ~ , j . , ? < l  l',,?., 
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( I )  a completed report, audit_ cvaliratiori. or investigation rnadc of. 
for, or by a govern~nental body, except as provided by 
Sectioii 552.108[.] 

Gov't Code 8 552.022(a)(!). The inforniatioii at issire coi~sists oi'coiirpleted rcpoi-is iiiade 
for tlrc city that are espressly piiblic ~ ~ i i d e r  sectiori 552.022(a)( I )  iiiiicss excepted cir~tlcr 
sectioir 552.105 oftlre Covet-rimeiit Code or corifideiitial iiritlci- otlicr la\v. Scctioii 552.108 
is iiot claiiiieci iii tliis ir~staricc. Iristcad. [lie ciiy asserts tlint tliis irifoi-iiiatioii is erccpictl 
~i~rclc~-scctio~i 5.52. I I I ol'tlic Ciovci-iliiicrrt C'c~lc. Flo\\.e\,cr~, scctii)r1 552. I I I is ;I discrctiori;iry 
eaceptioii and, as siicli; is not otlrci- la\\ ibi- ~iirrposcs ~ l ' ~ c c t i o i i  552.022. Opeir llccorils 
Decisiori Sos .  665 at 2 11.5 (discrctioii:iry csccptiorrs ~ c ~ i w ~ l i y ) ,  470 at 7 ( I  987) (si~iiirtory 
predecessor to section 552.1 1 I may be \vaivcd). Tiierelb~-e, !Ire city rimy not \vitliliold ariy 
of the infol-nration at iss~rc tirider scctioil 552. 1 I I .  As yoit raise tio other esccptiori to 
disclosure, the si~bmitted inforriiatioii must be I-eleased to the I-cijilcsror. 

This letter r~~ l i r rg  is limited to the par-ticiilar records at issiic i ~ i  tiiis reqlicst and liriiitcd to lire 
fticts 3s presented to LIS; tliei-efore, this rirlirig iiiust not be iclicti upon as a lpr-c\.ioiis 
deteriiriir:rtioii regardiiig arry otlier i-ccoi-ds or- a11y oilier circi~rnstairces. 

Tliis sitling triggers imporra~it deadlines I-egasdi~ig tile siglrts miti respoi1sibi1itic.s of tiic 
go\~ei-ir1rie11tal body and of (lie reqirestor. For exaiiiple, governniental bodies arc pi-oliibilcd 
fsorii asking tlie attome). general to I-econsider illis ruling. Gov't Code 8 552.30i(f). If tlie 
go\~emmeiital body wanrs to challenge this rlrling, the governiiiental body must appeal by 
filing suit in Travis County withiii ? 0  calendar clays. Jd. 8 552.324(11). In order to get tlie 
fill1 benefit of  sucli ail appeal, the governniciital body iirirst lilc sitit \ \ , i t i i i r i  10 ca1crrd;lr- days. 
Id. $ 552.353(b)(3), (c). I f  the govei-niiieirtal hotly docs 11oi ;ilipeiil this ruling iiiid llic 
govcr-ri~iicntal body Ooes not roriii>1y \villi i t .  tlieii both tile rcijiicstor aiiii tlic nttor-ricy yci1cr:ri 
iia\.c tlic riglit to iilc sitit nyairisi tlic yoier.iiriicntal hotly to cirliji-cc iliis i- i i l i i i t ._ .  I< / .  
$ 55?.32l(a). 

If this rliliirg I-eqriires the gover-iiiiic~ital body to release all or  part o f  tlie rcqt~csied 
infoi-riiatior~, tlic governmental body is resporisihie fol- taking the ~ i c s t  step. Hascii oii tlic 
statute, tlre attorney geiici-a1 cspccts lliat, 1rpo1? rccci\~ing this I-iiii~ig, tlic governriici1tai hoti>l 
will eitlici. release tlic piibiic recoi-ds pi.oin[itly pirrsiia~rt to seciioir 552.221(:1) ol' tlic 
G o ~ e r n i i ~ c n t  Code or tile a lawstiit cIiaIicrifirig tliis r i i l i i~g~~t~rst i ; inr  !o.wctioti 552.324 oi'tlic 
Go\,ei-iiilient Code. IS tlre ~o\~c1-1iiiiciit;11 body i'iiils to do o r ~ c  of  tlicse tliii,ys. tiicii llic 
re~~ucstoi-  slioiiltl report illat Sai1iii.c to tiic attui-(icy gcrici-al's O~icii  Ciovci-irrncrit I Iotliiic. toll 
Srce, at (877) 673-6839, Tire requestor ilia). :rlso file a coiirplaiiit \vitli the disirict or coiiii!!. 
attoriiey. Iti. 4 552.32 1 5(e). 

If tlris ruling reqiiires or- pcrniits tlre governmental body to \vitliliold ail or  soi i~c  oi' tilt 
requested infornratiorl: the rcij~icstor caii appeal tliat dccision by sitiiig the govcr-niiiei~lal 
botiy. Id .  5 552.321(a); TL'Y~IS I)e/) ' /  q/'/-'iih. Srdi:!,, 1,. Gilhi-c.iitli, S42 S.L\'.ltI 4OS. 41 I 
(Tcs .  :2j)ji.---Austi11 1992, 110 \wit). 
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Please reniember that under the Act tile release of iiiformation triggers certain pi-ocedurcs 
for costs aitd charges to the reqiiestor. If records are released in compliance with this rilliilg, 
be sure that all charges for the information are at or below the legal a~iiounts. Questioiis or 
complaints aboiit over-charging niust be dil-ected .to Hadassall Schloss at tlie Office of tlie 
Attorney General at (512) 475-2497. 

If  t11c gover~~i?iental body, tlie rcqi~estor, or any  othei- person lias qiiestioiis or coci~n~i.:its 
about this ruling, rliey may contact our office. Althoiigl~ there is iio statutory deadline hi- 
contacting its, the attorney general prefers to receive any coiiiments within I0  calendar days 
of the date of tliis ruling. 

Sincerely, 

I)i.bbie K. Lee 
Assistant Attoi-ney Ceiici-a\ 
Ope11 Recor-ds Di\~isioii 

C: Ms. Latonia C. Biyalii-Walker 
1208 Drexel 
Desoto, Texas 75 1 15 
(\v/o e~iclosures) 


